
 

 

Sherman Alexie Interview Questions  

1.      Sherman Alexie describes feeling lost or like he doesn’t belong inside of his own 

culture which is quickly deteriorating, and while being surrounded by and included in 

many other cultures, he feels that he does not fit inside the boundaries of those cultures 

either. One can feel lost inside of their culture if unrealistic expectations are put on them, 

or if there is barely a culture left that they are expected to uphold and respect. Alexie 

describes himself as an “indigenous immigrant” when he leaves the reservation because 

America no longer belongs to the Native Americans and he feels as if he’s gone to a land 

where he is foreign when he joins contemporary American society.  

2.      Alexie cutting his hair is significant because it is part of a mourning ritual and he did it 

for his father. Though not directly addressed in the video, it may be inferred that Alexie 

has not regrown his hair because he is still mourning, even ten years later.  

3.      Alexie draws a parallel between alcohol and medication because it is the Native 

American’s way of dealing with the pain, replacing cultural ways of healing such as 

singing with drinking. His father’s statement is significant because it implies that anyone 

who is Indian is automatically an alcoholic, as if there is no way around it, that it is just 

part of the way they are. Continuing this belief into later generations will always hold 

Native Americans back if they believe that it is part of their identity.  

4.      The original creators of the reservation system were the US military. Their aim for the 

system was to gather the Indians in one place so that they could die off and be forgotten, 

but this failed because it concentrated the Indians and they multiplied.  



 

 

5.      When Alexie states, “This country is not good at admitting to its sins,” he and Moyers 

are discussing the idea of a Native American holocaust museum. Alexie says that he 

believes one doesn’t exist because, essentially, America does not want to admit that they 

did wrong by the Native Americans.  

6.      “The impulse to be together in a little group” could describe Alexie’s idea of what 

‘tribe’ means. He believes that a tribe is a concentrated group of people brought together 

by instinct and not necessarily by choice. Americans still form tribes without realizing or 

meaning to do so because it creates a sense of safety and comfort in a land of so many 

different types of people.  

7.      Native Americans and Jewish people can relate to one another in the way that they 

were both persecuted by America and there were attempts to eradicate their culture and 

people from society. Sherman believes himself to be the only one that speaks about the 

connection between these groups; he thinks that humor in the face of incredible hardship 

is what unites them. He describes Jews and Native Americans as “the yin and yang of the 

American genocidal coin”. 

8.      Alexie says that the traditional stories bring him “sacred nostalgia” and keep old 

memories alive within a culture. It’s a form of giving immortality to the characters, and 

in a way, to the culture by which they were created.  

 

 


