
 
 

Immigration DBQ 

For the years 1880 to 1925, analyze both the tensions surrounding the issue of 

immigration and the United States government’s response. 

The years 1880 to 1925 were packed with different waves of immigration into the United 

States, from areas mainly in Europe and Asia. This era was also full of tension surrounding 

nativist beliefs, various causes of xenophobia, and the government’s response to these.  

Nativist beliefs were largely a cause of immigrant discrimination in America. Those 

holding anti-immigrant beliefs would often say that white people were the ones that the nation 

was built by and should rule it. Madison Grant confirms this in his book The Passing of a Great 

Race by saying, “... as compared with other races, the Anglo-Saxon branch of the Nordic race is 

again showing itself to be that upon which the nation must chiefly depend for leadership, for 

courage, for loyalty, for unity and harmony of action, for self-sacrifice and devotion to an ideal.”  

Although immigration began as a welcome for people of other countries to come and 

make a living, as shown in the Puck magazine comic of 1880, tensions grew quickly out of hand. 

Many Americans were in fear of nations sending the worst of their countries into America to 

overpopulate those who were honest working class. “...we condemn the fallacy of protecting 

American labor under the present system, which opens our ports to the pauper and criminal 

classes of the world and crowds out our wage-earners…” This statement from the Nation 

People’s Party Platform’s Expression of Sentiments in 1892 sums this belief up. The African 

American sentiment, as spoken by Booker T Washington in his Atlanta speech in 1895, stated 

that the workforce should be made up of blacks, not immigrants, because blacks have been there 

all along. “‘Cast down your bucket where you are.’ Cast it down among the eight million of 



 
 

Negroes whose habits you know… Cast down your bucket among these people who have 

without strikes and labour wars, tilled your fields, cleared your forest… and helped make 

possible this magnificent representation of the progress of the South…”  

Beginning mainly with Asian countries, the US government began to slow immigration 

by enforcing acts such as the Chinese Exclusion Act, the Gentleman’s Agreement, and the 

Emergency Quota Act. The Gentleman’s Agreement, as written in Report of the Commissioner 

General of Immigration in 1908, was an agreement between the US and Japanese government to 

send Japanese students back to school with American students in exchange for Japan disallowing 

any immigrants to America: “... an understanding was reached with Japan that the existing policy 

of discouraging emigration of its subjects of the laboring classes to continental United States 

should continue…”. In 1921, the Emergency Quota Act was put in place to limit immigration to 

3% of each country’s population, as illustrated in the 1921 Literary Digest’s comic.  

Essentially, immigrant policy between 1880 and 1920 was made up of nativism and in 

turn xenophobia, creating tensions between ‘native’ Americans and immigrants, and the 

government’s reaction to these tensions.  


