
“Trampling Out the Vintage” 

American Studies 

 

Respond to the following questions as you watch the movie. 

1. What influence did John Steinbeck’s wife have on him and his writing?  What specific 

connections are there to the novel?  (eg:  specific scenes in the novel that may have 

resulted from her influence) 

Mrs. Steinbeck was less radically against communism (at least) and convinced him to talk to 

those who had begun the cotton and peach strikes. Those interviews built up to his books such 

as Of Mice and Men. She also told him that it was his job to write this book and inform the 

people, because he was the only one that could tell. She believed in him and was his chief 

editor. 

2. What was the series of articles called that Steinbeck wrote for The San Francisco 

Chronicle?  What was the major outcome of his research and writing of those articles? 

The Harvest Gypsies. The major outcome is his success with these articles and it planted the 

seed for him to begin writing his draft. 

3. In what ways did his “very short” and “very angry” L'Affaire Lettuceberg help him write 

The Grapes of Wrath?  Why did he burn that book? 

This book was written because of his anger towards the flooding and devastation of the 

migrants, which is shown in the last few chapters of The Grapes of Wrath. It is mainly focused 

on the lettuce strikes, and he wants to give more honor to the strikers, so he instead writes The 

Grapes of Wrath after finding his structure for the novel. 

4. How is Tom Collins important in the writing of the novel?  Which character might 

reflect this real person? 

Collins lived the book; he was the manager of the first camp to which Steinbeck meant. Collins’ 

writing influenced Steinbeck along with his experience. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KE0iLXGpWa8


5. Describe the various responses to the novel; focus on the responses in California and 

Oklahoma in particular. 

Steinbeck did not expect the overwhelming response. It was controversial as well as popular 

and banned in several places. People were suspicious and angry about political attacks, 

specifically in California. Farmers self-protection was to try to ban the book, and unions fought 

for it to be accessible. “How dare you spend taxpayers’ money on this book…” 

6. What aspects of “Grapes” are still relevant today? 

Finding ways to defame those who are controversial 

Banning “Anti-American” books 

Traditional gender roles being overturned  

Fear of socialism to the extent of ignoring the plight of the poor 

Food wasting  

Community > family  

 
 
 


