
 

Jackson Essay Response  

Andrew Jackson was regarded much for his character rather than presidency, a character 

that the common man could relate to and see himself in: he had great triumphs, such as his 

handling of the issue of secession in South Carolina and creating the first presidential campaign, 

as well as false steps, such as the Indian Removal Act and what adversaries nicknamed his 

“kitchen cabinet”, or the spoils system.  

The “Tariff of Abominations” was declared null and void by South Carolina in 1828, a 

tax on imported goods, especially from Britain, to protect America’s economy and businesses. 

Southerners saw it only as a way to make the North richer by taking more money from the South. 

Jackson was originally from South Carolina and strongly supported state’s rights, but declared 

nullification and threats of secession to be treason. He is credited for the compromise, which 

agreed to gradually lower the tariff over the next ten years. Jackson was also the first president to 

run a campaign much like the ones we see today, with ‘mudslinging’ or trash-talking the other 

opponent, but also with highlights such as promises to serve the people.  

Being a common man, Jackson also had his low points in his career. The Indian Removal 

Act is the most well known; it decreed that native tribes uproot from where they may have 

always lived and move west of the Mississippi so that American expansion could continue. This 

migration caused the death of many natives and disrupted their way of life, and to many Indians 

even in our year Jackson is not forgiven. At the time, however, it was seen as a necessary evil, or 

by some, even a generous one. Jackson also had a habit of electing only those who supported his 

party into office, a system his opponents called the “spoils system”. ‘King Andy’ would give all 

 



 

the ‘spoils of war’ to his ‘subjects’. Those elected were not necessarily qualified, or as qualified 

as those that Jackson preferred.  

To summarize, Jackson truly was the common man, and a human being that had glorious 

moments and failures. He will remain a symbol or a villain for historians, but one thing that is 

certain is that he will continue to be a reflection of the best and worst of American democracy.  


