
Romeo and Juliet Final Paper 

In Shakespeare’s time, he wrote about many controversial subjects that other playwrights 

dare not touch. Corruption of the church, mockery of ancient heroes, unsatisfying and dark 

plotlines, and the tension between Jews and Christians. One of the reasons he was so contentious 

was that he was a voice for those that could not speak in this time, such as women, whom he 

often gave leading parts that depicted them as strong and fearless. A less well recognized group 

that Shakespeare made bold proclamations for is ones in transit between childhood and 

adulthood. In one of his most famous pieces, The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare 

speaks to the audience about two teenagers helplessly in love with one another, making wild 

grasps at pleasing their family, society, social status, church, and their own feelings.  

When Romeo slays Tybalt to avenge Mercutio, the Nurse arrives with the bitter news, 

wailing for Tybalt. Juliet begins to grieve because she believes Romeo is dead, and after 

realizing that Tybalt is dead, slain by her husband, and Romeo is banished, she cries for Romeo 

and not for Tybalt. The nurse replies to this angrily, and Juliet passionately defends Romeo while 

having many doubts for what she stands for.  

“Nurse: 

Will you speak well of him that killed your cousin? 

Juliet: 

Shall I speak ill of him that is my husband? 

Ah, poor my lord, what tongue shall smooth thy name 

When I, thy three-hours wife, have mangled it? 

But wherefore, villain, didst thou kill my cousin?” 



(3.2.105-110). Juliet is a mix of emotions because she is forced to take sides in a horrible 

battle: wishing death upon her banished husband for slaying her cousin or being angry at her 

slayed cousin for fighting with her husband.  

After the lovers take their own lives, the prince scolds both families.  

“Prince: 

Where be these enemies?—Capulet, Montague,  

See what a scourge is laid upon your hate,  

That heaven finds means to kill your joys with love,  

And I, for winking at your discords too,  

Have lost a brace of kinsmen. All are punished.”  

(5.3.301-305) 

The prince, in the end, sums up how heavy the toll the feuding families’ children had to 

bear, for no other reason but for loving one another.  

Shakespeare speaks out, through these two mad teenagers, for any adolescent being 

forced to choose sides in a losing battle. This is especially important for this time in history 

because teenagers had no say in their lives, whom they would marry, whom they would love. In 

one of his arguably most popular pieces, he shows the adults what it is like to be in this time of 

self doubt of one’s loyalties.  
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