
John Stuart Mill



Who Is Mill?
British philosopher 

Born in 1806

Learned Greek and Latin before he was 10

Father (James Mill) led the Philosophical 
Radicals: 

Claims to have been the first to use 
‘utilitarianism’ in a paper at age 16

Defends controversial topics such as radical 
empiricism 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a739VjqdSI&t=98


Time Period ‘Philosophical Radicals’ inspired radicalism in early 
1800’s, assisted the British Radical party- Mill was 
raised on Benthamite principles

Utilitarianism not popular or widespread, published a 
book “Utilitarianism” for the well-connected social 
groups to read and distribute.

He felt he needed to make his theories and morals 
known, and to stand out in the times.

Even abstract works had intent of of fighting German 
school of thought, priori, or intuitionism

His theories meshed with hedonistic views, and he let 
them collide with his views on morality and life 
because he says hedonists and utilitarians are the 
same



Famous 
for/Theories

Utilitarianism: principle of utility- “actions are right in 
proportion as they tend to promote happiness; wrong as they 
tend to produce the reverse of happiness. By happiness is 
intended pleasure and the absence of pain; by unhappiness, 
pain and the privation of pleasure.”

A System of Logic: “Fundamentally, logic is a method of 
evaluating evidence.”

Principles of Political Economy

On Liberty: three regions of human liberty- inward domain of 
consciousness, liberty of pursuits, freedom to unite with 
others 

The Subjection of Women: compares legal status of women 
to that of slaves 

Three Essays on Religion: felt that due to evils of the world, 
God was either not benevolent or is limited in power

Freedom of Will discussions
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